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This feature presented and paid for by Westminster Presbyterian Church.

COLUMBIA — Some of
the state’s political,
business and military
leaders, from U.S. Sen.
Lindsey Graham to Co-
lumbia Mayor Steve
Benjamin, got an up-
close look at the nation’s
new, stealthy $100 mil-
lion F-35 fighter jet —
at least the cockpit.

The Lockheed Martin
company, led by nation-
al F-35 project director
Steve Callaghan, show-
cased the mobile cock-
pit of the Lightning II,
as the jet is called, at
the South Carolina State
Museum.

Graham said the
fifth-generation fighter
will give the United
States and its allies air
superiority against all
enemies, be they terror-
ist states or such super-
powers as Russia and
China.

“I don’t want a fair
fight,” said Graham, a
Seneca Republican who
is running for re-elec-
tion and has an 18-point
lead in the polls. “When
we deploy our military,
I want it to be over-
whelming. I want it to
be decisive and end as
soon as possible.”

The F-35, along with
the F-22 stealth fighter
jet, will replace practi-
cally every fixed wing
combat aircraft in the
Air Force, Navy and
Marines during the next
30 years, including such
Cold War-era aircraft as
the Air Force F-16, the
Navy’s F/A-18 Hornet
and the Marines’ EA-6B
Prowler and AV-8B Har-
rier.

The Pentagon has
placed orders for 2,443
of the F-35, whose price
should reduce to
$85 million apiece when
full production ramps
up, Callaghan said.

The new aircraft are
scheduled toeventually
replace the F-16s at
Shaw Air Force Base in
Sumter, the largest F-16
wing in the country, the
F-16s at McEntire Joint
National Guard Base in
Eastover and the F/
A-18s Marine Air Sta-

tion Beaufort.
Beaufort already has

received one squadron
of the F-35s, a training
unit for Marine pilots,
and that number will
swell to two training
squadrons and three
squadrons available for
deployment, a total of
up to 88 of the jets.

In December, McEn-
tire was passed over for
the first squadron of
National Guard Air
Force F-35s, which will
be based at a National
Guard base in Burling-
ton, Vt.

Shaw was also passed
over for the first train-
ing squadrons in favor
of Edwards Air Force
Base, Calif.; Eglin Air
Force Base, Fla.; Nellis
Air Force Base, Nev.;
Luke Air Force Base,
Ariz.; and the first oper-
ational squadron slated
for Hill Air Force Base,
Utah; in 2015.

Air Force spokesper-
son Ann Stefanek said
in a telephone interview
from her office in the
Pentagon that future
basing decisions won’t
be made anytime soon.

“Shaw and McEntire
will be considered in
subsequent rounds as
well as other installa-
tions,” she said. “But we
are still several years
out from starting the
next round.”

Callaghan said that
present day F-15s, F-16s
and F/A-18 fighters are
excellent against tar-

gets without advanced
air defenses, such as
the Islamic State ex-
tremists in Syria and
Iraq, which are present-
ly being bombed by an
F-16 squadron from
Shaw. But the wars of
the future against ad-
vanced targets, perhaps
against highly devel-
oped countries, will re-
quire full, radar-eluding
stealth.

Today’s fighters can’t
be upgraded with
stealth, Callaghan said.
“You can’t sprinkle
magic dust on them.”

Graham said that
basing the F-35s at
Shaw, Beaufort and
McEntire would make
those bases “BRAC-
proof,” he said, refer-
ring to the next round
of base relocation and
closings, now targeted
for 2017.

However, state mili-
tary advocates said Gra-
ham, who attended the
event with Republican
Reps. Joe Wilson of
Lexington and Mick
Mulvaney of Indian
Land, might have “over-
stated” the security of
the bases, even with the
F-35s.

“They can move
planes where ever they
want to whenever they
want to,” said retired
Air Force Maj. Gen.
William “Dutch” Hol-

land of Sumter, who
heads that county’s base
support organization
and is a former com-
mander of Air Force
Central based at Shaw.

The F-35 comes in
three models:

» The F-35A for the
Air Force, the nimblest
and least expensive
model designed for
take-offs from standard
runways.

» The F-35B for the
Marines, which has ver-
tical and short runway
take-off capability. 

» The F-35C for the
Navy, which has larger
wings and is more rug-
ged to handle of the rig-
ors of taking off and
landings on carriers.

Mulvaney, whose dis-
trict includes Shaw, not-
ed that six South Caroli-
na companies supply
parts for F-35, pumping
$48 million in the state’s
economy each year, and
that number should
grow as production in-
creases.

“South Carolina is
playing a big role in the
plane right now,” he
said. “And $48 million is
a big deal for us.”
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U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham listens to instruction before trying the Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning ll fighter jet cockpit
simulator on Wednesday at the South Carolina State Museum. 

F-35 cockpit gets tryout
at the SC State Museum
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While the cockpits are very similar, the F-35 Lightning ll has three different body types
designed specifically to meet the needs of the Air Force, Navy and Marines. 

New stealth jet
will be used by
three branches
By Jeff Wilkinson
The State

Channing Tatum is
heading to Myrtle Beach.

A representative from
Savannah, Ga.-based film
company Red Zone Pro-
ductions told Myrtle
Beach City Council mem-
bers that Tatum would be
among the actors in town
Nov. 4 and 5 to film scenes
for “Magic Mike XXL,” a
sequel to the 2012 film
about male strippers.

The original film
starred Tatum, Matthew
McConaughey, Alex Pet-
tyfer and Joe Manganiel-
lo, though McConaughey
will not be in the sequel.

“As long as you have
(Tatum), you don’t need
anybody else,” Council-
woman Susan Grissom
Means said. “He is a cu-
tie.”

Filming is expected to
take place from 7 a.m. to 7
p.m. on Nov. 4 and 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m. on Nov. 5, ac-
cording to documents
filed with the city. Crews
plan to film along Ocean
Blvd., the boardwalk
around the Myrtle Beach
SkyWheel and at Plyler
Park.

Filming is also expect-
ed to occur at Boardwalk
Motel and Breakers Re-
sort, according to a spe-
cial events permit request
filed with the city of Myr-
tle Beach. The hotels will
be dressed up as a Hyatt
Hotel, according to the pa-
perwork.

“Magic Mike XXL” is

about a road trip from
Tampa to Myrtle Beach
for a stripper convention
written by and starring
Tatum, who also wrote
and starred in the first
“Magic Mike” movie. The
sequel mostly is being
filmed on private proper-
ty in Savannah.

Crews also were in
Myrtle Beach during the
Labor Day weekend to
film some aerial footage
as well as shots at 2nd Av-
enue Pier and Pier 14
while the beach was busy.

Jody Schiesser with
Red Zone, who attended
Tuesday’s City Council
workshop, said the crew
will film along Ocean Bou-
levard for a driving scene
as well as a scene in Plyler
Park and around the Myr-
tle Beach Boardwalk and
Promenade.

“There will be no street
closings,” assistant city
manager John Pedersen
said. “Police will provide
some intermittent traffic
control — where they’ll
stop the traffic — for
about seven minutes.”

A location list said
crews would be filming
around Plyler Park and
the boardwalk with
crowded streets and ac-
tive shops. A Facebook
page said they will be
seeking local extras.

Those interested in be-
ing an extra can go to
www.facebook.com/mag-
icmikeextras.

“Magic Mike XXL” is
expected in theaters in
July.

Channing Tatum will
film at Myrtle Beach 
By Maya T. Prabhu
Sun News 

Pendleton Place for
Children and Families has
been awarded a $25,000
grant from the Walmart
Foundation’s State Giving
Program.

The grant is for Pen-
dleton Place’s Smith Sup-
portive Services program
which provides a loving
and safe residential home
for teenage girls, as well
as community case man-
agement for young adults
who have aged out of the
foster care system.

Laurie Rovin, Pendle-
ton Place executive direc-
tor, said the award from
Walmart will “allow us to
continue the work that we
are doing in keeping chil-
dren safe and supporting
families in crisis in the
Greenville community.”

Through its Smith Sup-
portive Services pro-
gram, Pendleton Place
provides a 10-bed group
home for teen girls in fos-
ter care who have suf-
fered trauma. The pro-
gram serves between 50
and 70 girls each year. 

In addition to provid-
ing basic needs like food
and clothing, the Smith
House program provides
residents with counseling
services, structured edu-
cational support, life
skills training, financial

literacy classes, civic en-
gagement, recreational
outings, therapeutic rec-
reation, and other hands-
on opportunities designed
to prepare youth for suc-
cessful, independent liv-
ing after foster care.

“The Smith Supportive
Services program is doing
vital work by serving this
particularly vulnerable
segment of the population
in Greenville. With spe-
cialized support delivered
in a safe residential set-
ting, the program can play
avital role in helping teen-
age girls heal and navi-
gate the transition from
foster care to successful
lives,” said Brooke Muell-
er, Walmart’s director of
public affairs and com-
munity relations in South
Carolina. 

Youth who transition
or age out of foster care
often have difficulty com-
pleting their education,
developing job skills, and
becoming successfully in-
dependent. Last year,
Pendleton Place began
community-based case
management services
and after-care support for
these youth through its
Smith Supportive Ser-
vices program.

In 2013, community
giving in South Carolina
from Walmart stores,
Sam’s Clubs and the Wal-
mart Foundation totaled
$29.2 million.

Walmart gift will
aid young adults
By Angelia Davis
Staff writer
davisal@greenvilleonline.com


